
 

 

 

September 21, 2020 

Good Morning Raiders,  

Today is an exciting day in Raider Nation as it is the first time we will have students in classrooms, 

hallways, the cafeteria and media center since March! I am really looking forward to again hearing our 

hallways filled with the sounds of students.  

At the same time, I know that there are many parents, students and teachers who are extremely nervous 

about having students back on campus. Please know that our top priority is safety, and the phased in 

approach is designed to assist with slowly acclimating students back to school in smaller groups as they learn 

all of our new safety protocols such as wearing masks, directional hallways, social distancing to the greatest 

extent possible, washing hands often and not touching your face. To all our students who are back on 

campus today, welcome! We are so excited to have you back! 

For all our families who have chosen to remain in virtual learning, we understand, completely respect your 

decision and are striving to figure out how to make this work. I do want to ask our families and our students 

for some grace and patience over the next few weeks.  

Our teachers have been asked to completely shift their way of teaching this year and to move their lessons 

to virtual instruction. And, I know that you agree with me when I say our teachers have done an 

outstanding job of implementing Universal Remote Learning!  

Now, they are being asked to make another adjustment and implement a new instructional model that has 

been dubbed “Simultaneous Instruction,” where they will be teaching students sitting in their classrooms 

while at the same time teaching their students who are learning virtually from home.  

We learned on Thursday of last week, that due to bandwidth issues, the students who are here face to face 

in the AHS classroom will not be able to be logged in to the live video session like their classmates who are 

at home. Therefore, our teachers had to spend Friday and this weekend ensuring that they could project 

their computer screen for the students sitting in their face to face classroom. That was interesting news that 

came very late in the week, so we may have to work out the kinks in that plan today and as we work 

through the week.  

Additionally, now our teachers will have to teach with their masks on. Whereas prior to today, our teachers 

could keep their mask off during instruction because they were alone in their classroom, with students 

returning, they will have to teach while wearing a mask now. As I shared during the Curriculum Night 

presentation, not only will this be more exhausting for our teachers, it will likely also make it more difficult 

for our students to understand the teacher. Again, please bear with us and show our teachers grace. We 

have ordered microphones but they are not in yet. Also, students, please give yourself some time for your 



 

 

ear to get acclimated to the more muffled sounds of your teacher’s voices. You’ll learn to understand the 

masked tones.  

So, while this is an exciting day, it is also a difficult day for our teachers. I feel it is extremely important to 

acknowledge the difficulties our teachers are facing as well as acknowledge their tenacity and innovation. I 

am in awe of the talent and drive of our amazing faculty! I could not be more proud of our AHS teachers as 

they have persevered every step along the way as shifts and obstacles have been placed before them.  

Parents, please reach out to your child’s teacher with gratitude and perhaps ask if they have any classroom 

needs! If you have not already, please do join the PTSA as that wonderful organization directs all 

membership fees directly to teachers and students. https://ahsptsa.membershiptoolkit.com/ 

Finally, please consider donating to the AHS Foundation to support our Patio Project so that we may add 20 

more picnic tables for outdoor seating during lunches as we move into Phases IV and V.   

https://www.alpharettahighschoolfoundation.com/legacy-tables.html 

We truly appreciate your support! 

That’s all for today, Raiders! Stay Safe!  
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